CHAPTER VI
BOOK-LEARNING AND BABEL
INDIA'S problems to-day are numerous. At the root of
most of them, either as a cause or as a means of cure, lies
education. And by savage irony, education itself appears
as one of the most complex and difficult puzzles of alL
Drastic revision of India's system of land tenure among
the peasants is urgently needed. Under the present inherit-
ance custom, holdings are divided and sub-divided in
succeeding generations until one man may have barely
enough land in total to maintain his family ; and that is
split into uneconomic patches not one of which is large
enough to be efficiently worked. It is a condition which
could be cured ; but a real cure would rest upon an under-
standing of the problem by the peasants ; and that demands
a measure of education.
Public health and success in the battle against disease
depend on persuading the masses that, while it may at one
time have been reasonable to go for a walk in the jungles
at the call of nature, that course is no longer satisfactory.
There are now fewer jungles and more people. But in
large parts of the country, there has been no change in the
methods of what, for lack of a more accurate term in polite
usage, one must call sanitation.
Politics based on adult suffrage will become sheer lunacy
unless the adults are at least literate. For them to be really
practical, the standard of education should be far higher
than mere ability to read simple sentences and write
laboriously the minimum of phrases,
, Examples of the need for better education could be
multiplied indefinitely. It is one of the basic requirements
of the new India;   and it is one of which the educated
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